
 

 

EVOLUTION 

Activity: Human Evolution Timeline 

Objective: To explore the key milestones and stages in the evolution of humans and 

understand the concept of human evolution. 

Materials: 

1. Large sheets of paper or poster boards. 

2. Markers or coloured pencils. 

3. Research materials on human evolution (books, articles, online resources). 

4. Images or diagrams of human ancestors and evolutionary stages (optional). 

5. String or tape. 

6. Index cards or sticky notes. 

Procedure: 

Introduction: 

1. Begin by discussing the concept of evolution and its relevance to understanding the 

origin and development of species, including humans. 

2. Explain that the activity will involve creating a timeline to explore the major 

milestones and stages in the evolution of humans. 

Activity: 

1. Divide the students into small groups. 

2. Provide each group with a large sheet of paper or poster board, markers or colored 

pencils, and research materials on human evolution. 

3. Instruct the groups to research and create a timeline of the evolution of humans, 

starting from the earliest known human ancestors to the present. 

4. Encourage the groups to include key milestones, evolutionary stages, and significant 

discoveries in their timelines. 

5. Optional: Provide images or diagrams of human ancestors and evolutionary stages for 

the groups to include in their timelines. 

6. Once the timelines are complete, have each group present their timelines to the class, 

explaining the major milestones and stages they included. 

7. As each group presents, use string or tape to connect the timelines on a classroom 

wall, creating a collective timeline of human evolution. 

Discussion: 



 

 

1. Lead a class discussion on the timelines presented, emphasizing the key evolutionary 

stages and their significance. 

2. Encourage students to ask questions and discuss the similarities and differences 

among the timelines. 

3. Discuss the evidence for human evolution, including fossil records, comparative 

anatomy, genetics, and molecular biology. 

4. Address any misconceptions or questions raised by the students and ensure their 

understanding of the topic. 

Extension Activity (Optional): 

1. To further engage the students, provide index cards or sticky notes and ask each group 

to write down an important human ancestor or milestone in human evolution. 

2. Have the groups place their cards or notes on the corresponding positions on the 

collective timeline, further enriching the visual representation of human evolution. 

Conclusion: 

1. Summarize the main points covered in the activity and the discussion. 

2. Emphasize the ongoing nature of scientific exploration and the accumulation of 

knowledge in the field of human evolution. 

3. Encourage students to continue exploring and learning about human evolution and its 

implications for our understanding of ourselves and our place in the natural world. 

Assessment: 

1. Accuracy and completeness of the timelines created by each group. 

2. Clarity and effectiveness of the group presentations, including the explanation of 

major milestones and stages. 

3. Active participation during the activity and class discussions. 

4. Reflection or written response on the significance of human evolution in 

understanding our origins and the diversity of life. 

 


